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qdT1d-T | Preface

My Marathi Level 1 is a Marathi textbook for beginners, the first of its kind, prepared using an integrated
communicative approach. It is a modest attempt to offer latest language learning tools for Marathi to
learners who wish to learn the language systematically and effectively. It teaches how to communicate
in Marathi by imparting understanding, speaking, reading as well as writing skills in Marathi, speaking
being the focus from day one.

This book addresses a heterogeneous target group of non-native (sic) learners, who wish to learn
Marathi as beginners: particularly teen and adult learners, Indian and foreign learners, learners with or
without knowledge of the Devnagari script, even learners with prior little/random knowledge of Marathi.
Hence, in each chapter, particularly in the first two chapters there is a variation of difficulty levels. On
the one hand there is a thrust on the Marathi alphabet and on the other communicative situations are
introduced from the beginning with pattern drills and conversations for oral practice for all. Learners
knowing the Devnagari script can right away begin not only speaking but also reading and writing.
Learners not knowing the script can start with learning it for about initial 20 hours, during which they
simultaneously learn how to speak and introduce themselves in Marathi. The intermittent tests address
the medium difficulty level.

Using the integrated communicative approach, the My Marathi Level 1 textbook consists of units such
as communicative texts, pattern drills (saraav), grammar, vocabulary overview, 'do and learn' exercises,
learning games, idioms and proverbs, poems and songs,cartoons, audio and audio visual components
and self evaluation in all chapters.

The textbook is to be used along with the free audio and audio-visual DVD attached to it as well as
the Communicative Marathi Level 1 workbook, which consists of exercises for each chapter as well as
regular tests, answer-keys and a comprehensive chapter-wise glossary.

The entire Communicative Marathi Level 1 Course is designed for approximately 120 teaching hours.
So the teacher may take about 12 hours for each chapter. Though enough exercises and tests have
been given, the teacher is expected to give not only dictation regularly but also more exercises and
tests as per requirement. The learners are advised to learn the nouns along with their gender as well as
singular and plural forms in order to learn to speak correct Marathi.

Though the book is meant for classroom teaching, self learners too can make use of it with the help of
the comprehensive glossary given at the end of the workbook. The first two chapters of the glossary
also contain the pronunciation of the script in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). The IPA would
be useful for learners not knowing the Devanagri script used for Marathi.

The audio-visual DVD at the end comes free with the book and is meant purely for educational purpose.
It consists of the audio section and a wide spectrum of av clips from the media which have been collated
in accordance with the language proficiency level of the learners. The teachers are expected to use
audio-visual material along with specific MCQs and other questions (written & oral).

The teachers using this book are advised to undergo rigorous teachers’ training for the integrated
communicative approach and may contact the editor for the same.



It has taken two years of sustained intensive work to prepare this material and we are extremely thankful
to the entire team for making it happen. We thank each one of them mentioned on the team page. We
are particularly grateful to Suhas Limaye, Jaywant Chunekar, Girija Gondhalekar and Rupa Poojary
who helped us set the ball rolling for this idea and passion on 8th August 2012. Renowned actor, Aamir
Khan helped us transform our dream into reality for which we shall forever remain indebted to him.

Along with the expertise of our Marathi experts, the extensively well-researched and advanced methods,
techniques and material of language teaching used to teach German to foreigners have formed the
basis of our orientation for which we remain indebted to the discipline DaF (Teaching German as a
Foreign Language).

Like German, Marathi too is a rich and old Indo-European Language and similarly requires at least
6 levels of language learning, i.e. 120x6= 720 hours for near native language proficiency. Preparing
standardized material for further 5 levels for learning Marathi is a daunting task ahead of us and requires
resources. Similarly, teaching of other Indian languages, including Hindi needs to be revolutionized.
Such enterprises require expert inputs from diverse domains and substantive funding.

We appeal to all those who believe in our cause to support the project and make it self-sustaining.

We thank the authorities of the University of Mumbai led by the Vice Chancellor, Dr. Rajan Welukar, the
Pro Vice Chancellor, Dr. Naresh Chandra, the Registrar, Dr. M.A. Khan and the Finance Officer A.A.
Phalnikar for their sustained support.

Vibha Surana
Editor
July 2014
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Marathi textbook for beginners’ level 1:

Communicative texts, poems, exercises, pattern drills, do/play & learn,
idioms & proverbs, cartoons, overview, self-evaluation

An integrated communicative approach

Systematic and effective learning of the Language

For young & adult learners

For classroom study as well as self-learners

Language skills: understanding, speaking, reading, writing Marathi
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